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Pro-marijuana group seeks different
standards for less-harmful drugs
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A pro-cannabis group stopped on the North Coastddgriuring a three-week g
tour promoting a somewhat controversial but nowy2&r-old message. <!

Mothers Against Misuse and Abuse, or MAMA. Thatuiegs retooling the
“illogical, draconian drug policy that threateng éamilies' health and well-
being,"” and instead relying on "personal respotisilznd informed decision-
making," according to the group.

"Even though we're talking about cannabis here twie&e really doing is
introducing people to the fact that it doesn'tlsealatter what drug you're
taking. A drug is a drug is a drug, and all drugs bave dangerous side effec
said Burbank. "What works for one person may natkdor another person. It's Whe
about personal responsibility and informed decisi@aking, always keeping in  Me
mind respect for human dignity and our differentes.

The federal government does not recognize anyitegié use of marijuana, buf
about a dozen states, including Oregon, have dewlized it for some
medicinal purposes.

Of 17,000 people benefiting from Oregon's almosyéér-old Medical
Marijuana Program, the average age is 50, accotdiMAMA. The latest
figures from the state program show 14,868 regstgatients. That includes
146 people with medical marijuana cards in ClatSopnty.

But the drug remains controversial, partly becafdbe financial sway held by|
the pharmaceutical industry, said Burbank. Maripjuaas always been subjec |
widespread use, recreational or medical, legabtrshe said. "Since 1982, it |
was reported a third of the adult population redulases cannabis. That hasn’
changed." She worries about those who support fipitan."
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. 2367 S. Roosevelt

"When we make drugs illegal, it's very hard to tallpeople about the negative - ?ﬁ‘;g%g&s

consequences or what can be done," she said. 'ltike to see this go from a E } 2

punishment modality to a medicine-based modalityth a "policy based on

reason, where we provide the individual the toléy/tneed to make good

decisions regarding all risky behavior. ... We doeVvaluate all drugs using the

same standards then figure out how we can regatateontrol those drugs."

800)829-0419

In that case, compared to tobacco, alcohol and gweseription drugs,
marijuana'’s benefits might outweigh any social egognces, she said.
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However, problems persist for patients in the pragrmostly involving public
Feedback perception. Often, marijuana cardholders run ihtesé problems at work. S i
Email Updates s mocer 4
Site Map A North Coast daycare provider who declined toldise her name attended thf
‘ Monday presentation. She said she hoped to apply dounty job and met all |

the requirements for skills and experience, " hink my Oregon medical
marijuana card status would probably toss me tglek out.”

w0t She registered for medical marijuana after decidipgovided the most relief o ¢
I"ilagl.l‘flgg[ gﬁ migraine headaches and severe menstrual pain. €ligilgle for Oregon's
program, patients must suffer "debilitating medwahditions,” such as cancer fme=
glaucoma, or HIV, or other conditions causing sevyein or nausea, seizures This Week
persistent muscle spasms.

dailyastorian

— The daycare provider said she avoids smoke toxinsing a vaporizer. In
A addition, she said, "In a couple of hours, I'm gdim be just who | was before,’
[P Associated Press rather than experiencing grogginess sometimes ddwsether medications.

POdEsgns“D" "I'm hoping in the next few years we can get ircplaome sort of standardize

Astorian Printing

impairment test," she said. Then, "I could prowe ot impaired at work, just
because you can test it in my blood or urine.ike to change the face of this
any way that | could.”

Burbank said impairment testing based on reactina or other motor and
mental indicators isn't likely to be implementedt bhe would support it.

"Impairment testing needs to be about impairmedtrast what your body
contains," she said. "A person who used cannalsian.sleep during the night,
wake up and be refreshed. They're not going taripaired at all, but they're
going to test positive." In addition, she said sgreption drugs cause i
impairment, and "we now know prescription drugsseamore deaths than 32;22? effective body
alCOhOI-" www.harISL;n.cum

Clear Flush

But she acknowledged that cannabis is not freealflpms.
. » . Medicinal Marijuana
C olurn]:)ia "You need to be educated about cannabis as welniinteract with other Get Help For HIV/AIDS
medicines you're taking," she said. "But we've thedopportunity now to teach|weight Loss and Chemo
Forum people who use cannabis medically. ... There ame @wed more people who  [Related Nausea &

Feeding minds | don't smoke it.” yomed.
for 18 years Just two community members attended the presentatioich was held in a
NEEEN room reserved at the Cannery Cafe with four pemggeesenting the Mothers |Migraine Headache
lole la 1ol I I 1 | Against Misuse and Abuse tour. Signs.
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After Deadline Founded in 1982, MAMA will conclude its anniversariycuit Oct. 20 in 38""9 if Your Headaches
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Listen 1o The Daity  OPiONS,” current and retired doctors, a retired ¢émforcement officer, patients
Astorian's Radio Show,  IN Oregon'’s program and one in a handful authori@aede medical cannabis

Allsy Dandilne through the federal Compassionate Investigatiomal ®rug program, which is|Addicted to Heroin?

frendcsstan SN now closed to new patients. Clinical Trial now enrolling
| possible alternative

treatment
www.TheAddictionStudy.com
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Posted: Tuesday, October 09, 2007
Article comment byRick Lindquist

The leading cause of the violence in our prisortariswars over drug
distribution. If we can not control the drug traffn maximum security prisons
the war on drugs is lost. Wave the white flag, eleén up the casualties.
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